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According to some new research, young children who tell lies early

in life are more likely to do well later. Canadian child psychologists spent

three years producing a study of 1,200 children aged between 2 and 14.

They concluded tha(t1 )(how / an important step / lie / is / learning / to) in a
child’s mental and social development. Only a fifth of two-year-olds tested
in the study were able to lie. But 90% of the four-year-olds were capable
of lying.

The director of the Institute of Child Study at Toronto University

said: “Parents should not be [__(2) ] if their child tells a lie. It is a sign
(3)

that they have reached an important stage in their development.” The

study shows that children mental skills develop faster tend to lie
earlier. Lying involves a kind of complex mental balancing act. Children
have to keep the truth at the back of their minds while they create a
convincing but false story for those around them. It requires intelligence
to cover up their mistakes and avoid punishment.

The researchers tested the younger children by telling them they
must not look at a toy that had been placed behind them. Then the
researchers left the room. The children’s reactions were captured on a
hidden video camera which had been set up before the test. When the

researchers returned they asked the child whether or not they had turned

nd to look at the toy. The very young children all admitted they had

tnken a look. But by the age of four most children claimed they had not
: (s)

done so, even though the video showed that they had.
E———

Of course, lying continues to play an important part in adult society.
When a gift, we often say, “Thank you, it'’s just what I wanted!”
even when the gift we received is something we don’t like at all. Lying to
avoid hurting somebody’s feelings is considered socially acceptable.(”_B&t

lying over serious matters, especially if people get hurt, is not.
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(1) The very young children did not try to hide the fact that they had looked at the D AY 5
toy.

@ Learning to tell lies shows that the child is developing mental and social skills.

(3 Certain kinds of lies which are designed to avoid hurting others are tolerated in
adult society.

@ It is easy for intelligent children to create a false story to avoid being scolded
by adults around them.
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